
WINTER & SPRING

Like in previous years, this one began with 

relatively high temperatures and only min-

imal precipitation. But this changed in the 

middle of March, where occurrences of 

frost covered the Wachau. Temperatures 

fell to -5 °C and caused massive damage 

to the apricot trees, which had just begun 

to blossom. However, as tragic as the cold 

spell was for the apricot farmers, it was just 

as positive for the winegrowers. The freez-

ing temperatures slowed down the develop-

ment of the vines. Budbreak was delayed 

and began only around the Easter weekend 

of April 11th and 12th - relatively late com-

pared to previous years - which meant that 

a positive, not-too-early ripening could be 

expected.

In April, temperatures returned to their 

monthly average. But we still had to wait 

for rain; throughout April, there was just 4 

mm of rainfall, although this was certain-

ly a positive start. In May, it cooled down 

again and, by the middle of the month, 

proper amounts of rainfall arrived and the 

vineyards were provided with sufficient 

moisture for the planned upcoming soil  

vitalization (cover crop).

On August 22nd, a classic Wachau wine year was suddenly turned upside down by an unprecedented  
hailstorm. Thankfully, with meticulous hand selection of the grapes, the vintage turned out to be  
extremely fine! 

2020:  A YEAR OF CHALLENGES! 

Flowering lasted surprisingly long - from 

the first to the third week of June. Due to 

sometimes cool and rainy conditions, there 

was a slight occurrence of coulure, which 

was ultimately a very positive thing; the 

resulting loose-berried bunches of grapes 

reflected a natural thinning out process.

Our work in the vineyards has been defined 

for years by very special attention and care. 

Sustainability, the promotion of biodiversi-

ty through cover crop and the avoidance of 

herbicides and insecticides are extremely 

important. This effort has been paying off, 

with more and more of our vintner families 

switching to organic farming. 

SUMMER AND AUGUST 22ND

The soils were well supplied with moisture 

and this did not change during the sum-

mer. Sunny weeks during July and August 

hosted intermittent rain showers, while 

temperatures kept rising above 30 °C, 

though no records were ever broken. The 

vines developed perfectly and were able to  

continuously absorb nutrients and miner-

als. Indeed, expectations were high, espe-

cially as the year up to this point had been 

ideal.
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At least, until August 22nd. That’s when a 

history-making hailstorm hit the Wachau. 

Even the region’s oldest residents could 

not remember anything comparable. An 

astounding amount of rain came down, but 

the walnut-sized hailstones caused serious 

damage, especially in Spitz and at the be-

ginning of the Spitzer Graben. The single 

vineyards Steinporz, Hartberg, Burgberg, 

Singerriedel, Axpoint, Pluris and, partially, 

the Setzberg, saw the vine foliage stripped 

away. Beyond Spitz, the storm unloaded 

also over Rossatz, Arnsdorf, Mautern and 

Dürnstein, with some points seeing an en-

tire year‘s worth of work destroyed. The 

situation was aggravated by heavy rainfall 

over the following two weeks; this did not 

allow the grapes to dry out properly. The 

consequences are, of course, far-reaching. 

In some of our vineyards, we lost the full 

harvest, while in others, the yield had to 

be greatly reduced so that the vines would 

not be overloaded. Even now, lower yields 

already can be predicted for next year due 

to this year’s damaged shoots and vines. In 

order to bring in at least some grapes from 

the affected areas, we meticulously picked 

out the rotten parts of the grape bunches, 

thus rescuing at least a small part of the 

harvest. 

THE HARVEST

On September 21st, we began harvesting 

the early ripening varieties, Müller Thur-

gau and Frühroter Veltliner. At the same 

time, the Grüner Veltliner vineyards were 

harvested meticulously through strict se-

lection.

We had mixed weather conditions, with 

every few sunny days followed by small oc-

currences of rainfall. Rot became a contin-

uous problem. Flavour ripeness increased 

only slowly. In 2019, almost all our grapes 

were in the cellar by the Austrian National 

Day; but by October 26th of this year, many 

Federspiel vineyards were still waiting to be 

harvested. 

A few days of sunshine at the end of Octo-

ber helped increase physiological ripeness, 

allowing us to begin harvesting grapes for 

the Smaragd wines at around All Saints‘ 

Day. Careful handwork and meticulous se-

lection continued to have top priority. Even 

though the disappointing extent of the 

quantity losses became more and more ap-

parent, we remained true to our principle of 

bringing only healthy grapes into the cellar. 

On November 9th, at the two Veltliner sites, 

Kirnberg and Axpoint, we completed one of 

the most time-consuming harvests in the 

Domäne Wachau’s recent history. In bare 

figures - even despite our greatest efforts - 

we have around 40 % fewer grapes than 

what were picked in the previous year. 

CHARACTER & QUALITY

Thanks to the uncompromising selection of 

grapes - the removal of those that are not 

flawless - the quality of all grape varieties is 

very high also this year. As was expected, 

the cool conditions during the second half 

of the year lead to alcohol levels that are 

slightly lower than in previous years, and to

acidity that is a bit more rigorous. Grüner 

Veltliner is showing its subtle spiciness, 

cool fruit and elegant structure.

The regional, villages and single vineyard 

wines in the Federspiel style are full of fi-

nesse, straightforward and precise. The 

grapes harvested later for wines with the 

Smaragd designation combine vividness 

with good concentration and should de-

velop very positively through the coming 

years. The Rieslings in general are com-

pact, juicy and aromatic, but also show a 

very mouthwatering, racy acidity.

All in all, 2020 is a cooler, lighter vintage 

with tight acidity and elegant fruit, and is 

supported by fine minerality.
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