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Translated by Domane Wachau

TWO FOR

THE
WACHAU

. Working together, Heinz Frischengruber and Roman Horvath MW e S
have brought Domane Wachau into the world elite. To honor this =
accomplishment, Falstaff has selected them as "Winemakers of the
Year," an award bestowed to outstanding Austrian producers since
1988. Frischengruber and Horvath apply prudence, an innovative
spirit, and tremendous love of detail to 400 hectares of grapes,
creating wines of distinction appreciated the world over.
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Heinz Frischengruber (left) and Roman
Horvath, MW also find time to taste
(and enjoy) their own creations.
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HE NUMEROUS

AWARDS FOR DOMANE
WACHAU REFLECT AN UNBOWED
SPIRIT OF TEAMWORK AMONG
200 FAMILIES.
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fficial documents from 1137
mention the "Estate of the Nobles
of Diirnstein and the Wachau
Valley." The aristocratic
ownership would change multiple
times over the course of history, even as many
other Wachau vineyards remained in the
hands of distant abbeys, typically from
Bavaria, Salzburg, or Upper Austria. In the
picturesque town of Diirnstein, there was not
only a castle — today an outstanding hotel —
to mark it as a seat of nobility but also a
cloister of the Canon Regulars of St.
Augustine. During the Baroque period, the
prelate of their order initiated the construction
of a fabulous collegiate church for prayer
(today restored to its radiant blue) as well as a
small summer place at the foot of the
Kellerberg. This "Kellerschlossel” would later
become the hallmark of Doméne Wachau.
When the order was secularized in 1788,
the noble owners, the Starhemberg
family, also acquired the cloister's
vineyards and the lovely little palace.
Ernst Ridiger Starhemberg, an
Austrofascist and leader in the
Home Guard, emigrated to
Switzerland in 1937. He sold his
vineyards to his Wachau tenants
in 1938, at least in part because he feared
dispossession of his assets by the Nazi
regime. To enable their purchase of

Starhemberg's estate, the winegrowers
formed the Wachau Winegrowers
Cooperative. The basis for the new company
was thus the 14 hectares of vineyards together
with the Kellerschlossel from 1719, a pressing
house, and a giant set of cellar facilities
previously created by Provost Hieronymus
Ubelbacher which had once held up to 44,000
tubs of wine.

Just ten years later, in 1948, the business's
managing director Marek already counted
over 600 grape growers as members, which
strongly reflected the small-parceled vineyard
organization of the Wachau. By 1950, over
800 members from fourteen Wachau
communities were delivering their grapes to
Diirnstein, with exports bound for Germany,
Italy, England, Sweden, America, and even
central Africa — at a time when Lower Austria
was still under Russian occupation. Among
the highlights of that period was a TBA,

pressed as an experiment
during the legendary 1947
vintage: It was purported to be

the first-ever Trockenbeerenauslese
from Griiner Veltliner, with just 122 liters
produced and long considered the most
expensive wine in Austria.

A CELLARFUL OF HISTORY

Austrian Chancellor Leopold Figl was a loyal
friend to the cooperative. He conducted his
preliminary discussions with Russian Foreign
Minister Molotov in the estate's deep cellar,
laying the foundation for the State Treaty of
1955. It is said that Griiner Veltliner from the
"Katzensprung" line flowed freely during
negotiations. The inclusion of the 1954
Diirnsteiner Katzensprung at the festive
banquet at Schloss Belvedere was also Figl's
doing — it's worth noting that he had his own
key to the cellars in Diirnstein.

Including the wine at the State Treaty
ceremony was a stroke of marketing genius,
and Flohhaxn and Himmelstiege soon also
became among the country's most popular
wine brands. The company grew step by step
into a leading provider of white wines, and a
quality driver for Wachau wine in general.
Under the many years of leadership by
Wilhelm Schwengler, the estate set itself the
goal of ascending into one of the world's finest
winegrowers cooperatives.

Starting in 1990, the business was renamed
Freie Weingértner Wachau, before being
rebranded in 2008 as Doméne Wachau. Among
the wine personalities involved in running the
company over the decades were Dr. Bertold
Salomon and Willi Klinger, each of whom
would later serve as head of OWM, as well as
current OTW winegrower Rainer Wess and
Fritz Miesbauer from Weingut der Stadt
Krems. Together with their highly engaged
oversight boards, they laid much of the
groundwork for the success now attributed to
the current leadership duo.

TOGETHER FOR THE WACHAU

For the past twenty years, Roman Horvath
MW and Heinz Frischengruber have helmed
the cooperative. The former came to Diirnstein
in autumn 2004, assuming the role of
managing director in 2005. He would also
become Austria's second-ever Master of Wine
in 2009.

The Winemakers of

the Year seek

harmony with nature
and believe deeply in

organic viticulture.
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Frischengruber studied in Klosterneuburg
and Geisenheim in the Rheingau and has
served since 2005 as enologist and
managing director. He has taken a
particular interest in projects involving the
vineyards and quality programs. One point
of particular importance to both
Frischengruber and Horvath is a shift
toward organic, sustainable agriculture and
ecologically sound viniculture, principles
they are seeking to expand throughout the
Wachau through the critical mass of
Domine Wachau's growers. They firmly
believe that diversity, and in particular
biodiversity of terroir in the Wachau, is the
basis for extraordinary wines. Things
started out anything but easy, however.

STEEP LEARNING CURVE

The initial years at Doméne Wachau were
marked by a steep learning curve, as well as
a certain naiveté toward the highly complex
weave of societal and commercial concerns
found here. The Wachau is a small
winegrowing region, a valley, a micro-

cosmos unto itself. It would be an

exaggeration to say everyone knows
everyone, but certainly it can feel like

everyone has some connection to
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Roman Horvath, MW, and
Heinz Frischengruber transport
the Wachau, in all its facets,
into each glass.

winegrowing, and thus an opinion and attitude
toward wine and toward Domane Wachau.

There's a long tradition of good winemaking
here, including during the 1980s and 1990s, but
only in recent years has the Doméne managed
to engage deeply with the structures here,
earning the kind of broad commitment from
the growers needed for comprehensive
changes. The early 2000s brought several
difficult, uneasy years, setting the stage for such
change. And sure enough, sustainable
cultivation in close cooperation with the
Wachau growing families slowly but surely
became the new measuring stick. The
established division of labor, with growers
appreciated as highly specialized vineyard
experts, but vinification and management left
to other hands, has worked well.

WNES CREATED BY
THIS DUO STAND FOR A
TAUT, DISTINCTIVE WHITE
WINE STYLE WITH GRIP
AND A FIRM STRUCTURE.

As such, the Domine has ascended into a leader
for the entire region, with tremendous added
value and many growers once again feeling that
their contributions have long-term perspectives.
“For a long time, we avoided presenting
ourselves outwardly as a ‘winegrowers
cooperative.” Today we're proud of it and make
it a point of emphasis. A cooperative can achieve
its work with extreme levels of social and ethical
sustainability, since it involves the arrival of
small viticultural structures, extremely intensive
hand labor on steep terraces, and of course
maintaining the landscape in a cultural region,”
the pair agree.

GOOD RESULTS

Today Doméne Wachau stands for a wine style
with its own distinct signature: Taut, elegant
wines with grip and a firm structure, stylistically
a mix of Prager and Alzinger, as Horvath
describes them with a bit of a wink. Wines with
a notable dedication to their origin. A
dedication that has continued to grow in focus
and character in recent years.

Fotos: Xenia Trampusch, beigestellt

This can be observed in the extensive catalog,
which reflects the small-parceled microterroir
of the region (with roughly 30 Ried wines
plus village and estate wines, etc.). All backed
by a thrilling Backstage portfolio of wines
outside the Wachau classics. Their efforts are
rounded out by a strong set of wine tourism
offerings, including cultural events, a major
Wachau wine festival (Music & Wine), pop-
up seasonal wine taverns, guest chefs, etc.
Given that exports currently go to 40
countries, with roughly 50 percent of
production headed abroad, Doméne Wachau
serves as a highly visible quality ambassador
for Austrian wine.

The cooperative is presently home to
roughly 200 growers covering roughly 400
hectares, which translates into roughly 1/3 of
the Wachau. 160 hectares are cultivated
organically, and that trend is growing.

The pair of new "Falstaff Winemakers of the
Year" already have a clear goal for the future:
continuing their previous path, promoting a
strong community, and offer a positive outlook
in the region for all growers. They are seeking
not just to be one of the world's best
winegrowers cooperatives, but rather the
expand their recognition and positioning as a
top Austrian winegrowing estate. We have no
doubt that they'll succeed at this. <

BEST OF DOMANE WACHAU
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RIESLING WACHAU DAC RIED
KELLERBERG TBA 2015 Domane
Wachau, Diirnstein

Brilliant amber, gold hues. Ripe peach
fruit atop a floral base, fine botrytis
spice, hints of dried fruit and ancient
minerality, candied mandarin zest,
nuanced bouquet. Concentrated,
creamy and elegant, nuanced acidity,
beautiful balance and salinity, with a
finish that can be measured in minutes,
precise with the promise of a very long
life to come.

Specialized retailers, approx. € 100,-
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RIESLING WACHAU DAC RIED
KELLERBERG SMARAGD 2022
Doméne Wachau, Diirnstein

Pale yellow, with green and silver
hues. Elegant yellow peach, delicate
notes reminiscent of mandarin orange
and blossom honey, nuanced
bouquet. Taut, dense, and shaped by
minerality, vineyard peach,
tremendous finesse and very long
finish, with a nimble grace and the
promise of considerable development
to come.

domaene-wachau.at, € 36,—

GRUNER VELTLINER RIED
ACHLEITEN SMARAGD »LATE
RELEASE« 2017

Doméane Wachau, Diirnstein

Pale yellow with green hues and
silver reflections. Fresh herbal spice,
white tropical fruit, nuances of fresh
apple underscored with red berry
accents, multifaceted bouquet.
Juicy, elegant and balanced, creamy
e texture, fine sweetness at its core,
'ﬁ;ﬂ peach and marzipan on the finish, a
balanced, well-developed and food
friendly wine.

Specialized retailers € 90,—
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RIESLING WACHAU DAC RIED
BRANDSTATT SMARAGD 2023
Doméne Wacha, Diirnstein

Pale yellow with green hues, silver
reflections. Delicate peach, refined
yellow tropical fruits, tender floral
aromas, mineral touch, inviting
bouquet. Medium body, white
apple, fresh structure, chalky and
stony on the finish, sleek style, a fine
companion to food, plentiful
development potential.
domaene-wachau.at, € 38,—
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RIESLING WACHAU DAC RIED
SINGERRIEDEL SMARAGD 2023
Doméne Wachau, Diirnstein
Pale yellow with green hues. Yellow
apricots underscored with a fresh
herbal spice, bergamot accents,
hints of passion fruit, inviting
bouquet. Juicy, dense, yellow
tropical fruit, concentrated with
good complexity, plentiful
development potential.
domaene-wachau.at, € 38,—
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GRUNER VELTLINER WACHAU
DAC RIED ACHLEITEN
SMARAGD 2023

Doméne Wachau, Diirnstein
Medium yellow with green hues,
silver reflections. Fine meadow
herbs, tender suggestions of
blossom honey, a hint of guava, ripe
apple, appealing bouquet. Good
complexity, juicy, well-integrated
acid structure, lingering touch of
mango on the salty finish, plentiful
development potential.
domaene-wachau.at, € 38,—
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